
Duplex + Suite and Small Lot House + Suite  
 

What is being proposed in Gonzales?  

• Allow secondary suites in small lot houses (houses on lots of at least 300m2) 

• Allow secondary suites in duplexes on large lots (duplexes on lots of at least 555m2) 

How is this different? 

Currently, only single detached houses are allowed to have secondary suites.  Small lot houses and 

duplexes are not permitted to have secondary suites. 

Why is this being proposed? 

We heard an interest in increasing rental suites and opportunities for more affordable home ownership 

(through “mortgage-helper” rental suites) in Gonzales. This strategy would add more up-to-date rental 

suites to types of housing already found in Gonzales. 

What could this look like?  

 

1. Duplex + secondary suite  

 

 

Illustration of duplex with one 

suite. 

 

 

 

 

Duplex with two suites (one for 

each side of the duplex). 

 

 



 2.  Small Lot House + secondary suite  

 

 

Illustration of a small lot house 

with secondary suite. 

 

 

 

 

View of secondary suite entrance 

from back yard 

 

 

Things to Think About 

1. Duplex + suite  

 

Overview:  Under current zoning, the average floorspace of a duplex unit may not exceed 190 sq. metres 

(approx. 2,000 sq. ft), of which no more than 140 sq. metres (approx. 1,500 sq. ft) may be above grade. 

The secondary suites would typically be basement suites.  

Pros: 

• Provides more ground-oriented rental housing 

• Provides more affordable ownership opportunities, with the suite as a mortgage-helper 

• The size of duplex can provide family-friendly housing 

• Can be achieved on a limited number of wider single lots 

• Maintains character of single detached streetscape 

 

Cons: 

• Parking for rental suites would be provided on-street 

• Generally does not support retention of the existing house 

 



Other Considerations: 

• Potential to increase the value of duplexes 

• Privacy and proximity to adjacent developments  

 

2.  Small Lot House + Suite  

 

Overview:  A “Small Lot House” refers to a minimum lot size of 300 m2 in Gonzales and a minimum 

width of 10 metres. The floor area of a small lot house must be 190 m2 (2,045 ft2) or less, excluding the 

basement.  Conventional house lots for Victoria are 460 m2 on average.   

Note that small lots in Victoria may not actually be “small” compared to other municipalities. Typical lots 

in Vancouver are 10 metres wide and 360 m2. In Portland, a typical small lot is 150 m2.  

Pros: 

• Provides ground-oriented rental housing 

• Provides a mortgage helper, to support more affordable home ownership 

• Size of main house provides entry-level family-friendly housing 

• Can be achieved on a single lot 

• Can provide incentive to keep original home while subdividing smaller lot 

• Maintains character of a single-detached streetscape 

 

Cons: 

• May require on-street parking 

Small suites may not be family-friendly 

 

Other Considerations 

• Potential to increase the value of single-detached homes on larger lots 

 


